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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 ,2,5-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Futch et al 4,954,760. 

Futch et al. teach a bin 12 having an interior space to support a collection of 
items to be supported. Support members 18 support the shelf between multiplicities of 
vertical positions. Motor 28 imparts rotational movement to the support members via a 
drive sprocket 49 and chains 29 (See Col. 4, lines 1-7). An electrical conduit 36 carries 
connections from motor 28 to a housing 38 mounted atop frame 12. Upper and lower 
infrared sensors 39, 40 detect the presence of the tray (shelf) and signals the motor to 
adjust the height up or down accordingly. The motor can be powered by battery or may 
be pneumatic and'include a manual switch. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Futch et al. '760. 

The method recited is considered to have been obvious in view of the article for 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Similar adjustable display devices are illustrated by Frich 6,000,770; Kahler 
6,745,588; Stein 4,662,523; Wentworth 5,314,080. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah Purol whose telephone number is 571-272-6834. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). fj 
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